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solemnised was only twelve, and in 1916 thirteen, by
1920 it was 220, and by 1922, as many as 453 marriages
were solemnised in the year. Thus it was in the year
of his knighthood, 1922, that his cherished ambition
was realised, and more than one marriage a day was
arranged. After that, the numbers increased so
rapidly that by 1932 the number of marriages per
year was 5,493. Thus in a total number of eighteen
years, 39,460 marriages took place. It was an
impressive total.

The Sabha that had begun its work with Rs. 92
per month from one building, was getting Rs. 1,000
a month in 1922 from several buildings. The amaz-
ing growth of this simple organisation is itself a
proof of how badly it was needed, and it went
forward by the sheer force of its own impetus. In
this connection it is interesting to note the very
sensible rules that governed its working: in the first
place, no fee or donation was expected, and the
Sabha did not interfere in the religion of either of
the parties. They were to satisfy themselves before
a marriage and it rested with them to perform the
ceremony but any rites they liked. In the second
place, every attempt was made to keep all the
correspondence, especially from the girl's side,
strictly confidential.

The area of activity rapidly expanded, and the
wotk was carried on at different district, provincial,
and presidency headquarters and other branches.
There were in all about 425 stations, with their local